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Doc.  5187  CONFIDENTIAL 

For  the  Y/AR  CRUSES  OFFICE 


Pege  1 


Judge  Advocate  General  'a  Department  -  War  Department 


United  Statos  of  America 


In  the  matter  of  the  mlatroatmont  of  * 
various  American  fiddlers  who  were  * 
prisoners  of  tho  Japanese  at  Haito  • 
(phonetic)  Prisoner  of  War  Camp,  on  * 
Formosa,  by  Captain  Tamarki,  from  early 
in  Doc ember  1944  to  the  end  of  January* 

1945*  ************. 


Farpetuation  of  testimony  of  Sgt. 
JOHN  L.  HASSIMINO,  ASK  20600454 

*********  ****** 


Takon  at  1 
Dctet 

la  tho  presence  ofi 
Questions  bvi 


640  Harrison  Street,  Oak  Park,  Ill, 

26  February  1946 

Monroe  Xroll,  Special  Agont.SIC,  6th  SC 
Monroe  Kroll,  Spocial  agent, SIC,  6th  SC 


0* 


State  your  name,  rank, 

A.  1  John  L.  Lfessimino,  Sgt., 


aerial  number  and  permanent  home  address. 

„  ,  -  w  - 1  Army  of  the  United  State s,  ASN  20600454  ,  640 

Harrison  Street,  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  c/o  Mrs.  Iris  A.  Myers. 


4*  .Vhct  is  the  date  and  place  of  your  birth? 
A.  July  18,  I915,  at  Akron,  Ohio. 


A. 


Q. 

A. 


otate  your  education  and  civilian  experience. 

f  from  Oak  Park  High'lchool,  Cak  Perk,  Illinois,  in  1935.  Fran  193» 

to  1937  I  ran  a  machine  for  the  Chicago  Screw  Company,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
from  1937  to  1940  I  worked  as  a  floral  do*  in  an  Oak  prrk  florist's  shop. 


When  did  you  enter  tho  Armed  Forces  of  tho  United  States  of  America? 
I  onlisted  in  tho  Army  on  November  25,  1940. 


Q.  Cf  what  country  are  you  a  citizen? 

A.  Of  the  United  States  of  Americe. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  boon  returned  to  the  United  States  from  abroad? 
A.  Yes.  I  returned  to  the  United  States  in  October  1945. 


Q.  Y/oro  you  a  prisoner  of  ver? 
A,  Yes. 


Q.  At  what  places  were  you  hold  as  a  prisoner  of  var  and  state  the  approximate 
dates  at  each  place? 
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I  A.  I  wa  captured  on  Bataan  on  April  9,  1942.  I  arrived  et  Cony  O'Donnell  about 
*  ^42  and  remained  there  until  ebout  sometime  in  June  1942.  In  June 

1942  I  went  to  Cabonatuon  Prieoner  of  -Jar  Camp  No.  1  and  etayed  there  until 
oometime  in  December  1943.  I  wont  to  Clark  Field  on  Luzon  in  December  1943. 

I  remained  there  until  October  1944.  I  was  held  at  Bilibid  Prioonor  of  vter 
comp  for  aeveral  weeks  and  late  in  October  or  early  in  November  19 44  I  was 
transferred  to  Camp  Heito  on  Formoea,  arriving  there  early  in  December  1944. 

I  romeinod  at  Camp  Haito  until  the  end  of  January  1945.  I  arrived  at  Naru 
in  ***  P6®*®  f*0®  in  rabru*ry  1945  «nd  remained  there  uhtil  ebout  May 
1945*  Prom  May  1945  to  September  3,  I945,  when  I  was  liberated,  I  naa  at 
Nagoya  Sub-Caup  No.  9. 


Of  what  outfit  wore  you  a  member  at  the  time  of  your  capture? 

A.  Canpany  B  of  the  192nd  lank  Battalicn. 

t 

Did  you  wltneaa  any  atrocitiea  or  mistreatment  of  American  citizens  ot  eny 
time? 

A.  Yea.  I  witnoaaed  the  mistreatment  of  various  American  soldiers  whose  names 

I  do  not  remember,  at  Camp  Haito,  Formosa,  by  Captain  Tamarki  of  the  Japaneso 
Amy.  r 

CONFIDENTIAL 
(End  of  Pcgo  1  original  affidavit.) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(t*  T7ho  was  Captain  Tamarki? 

“•  Ho  appeared  to  be  the  conmandant  of  Camp  Haito. 

C^.  rrhon  did  you  firat  soe  Captain  lamorki? 

A*  I  arrived  at  Formosa  early  in  December  with  many  Americans  sent  there  from 
Luzon.  One  hundred  and  ten  of  us  wore  aent  to  Camp  Haito.  Aa  soon  ns  wo 
roc oh ad  the  camp,  Captain  Tamarki  conducted  a  ahakodown. 

QU  flare  you  an  eyowitnesa  to  this  ahakodown? 

A.  Yes. 

Q*  Describe  what  you  saw  Captain  Tamarki  do. 

A.  Ho  personally  want  through  everybody's  belongings  end  confiscated  various 

items  of  personal  property.  He  went  through  my  bog  and  took  a  packet  contain¬ 
ing  about  one  hundred  multiple  vitamin  pills  which  I  had  recoived  et  Clark 
Field  from  my  sister.  He  also  took  two  bars  of  scap  free  me.  He  gave  the 
vitamin  pills  and  the  soap  to  a  guard  who  was  following  him,  j  saw  Captain 
■lOroarki  take  similar  items  from  the  other  Americans. 

<4.  To  your  knowledge,  were  any  of  the  items  that  Captain  Tamarki  took  from  you 
ocr  the  others  ever  returned? 

A.  No. 


tc  State  what  was  told  to  you  ebout  what  Captain  Tamarki  took  from  the  other 
men  at  this  shakedown 1 

A*  Next  day  the  Americans  disoussod  the  shakodown  and  stated  that  Captain  Tamarki 
had  cleaned  out  all  the  meolcino  and  firat  aid  equipment  that  they  had. 
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Did  you  perform  any  work  ct  Camp  Haito? 

A,  Aft  or  no  nor  o  there  i  bout  fivo  days  they  started  the  men  working.  i*y  job  was 
to  iced  ballast  atones  on  box  cars.  Along  with  four  other  men  I  had  to  load 
throe  box  cars  each  nith  ten  ton  of  atone  por  day.  To  perform  this  Job  we 
each  used  a  bosket  called  a  *punki*.  Those  who  were  too  ill  to  perform  this 
type  of  work,  worked  on  the  ccap  farm. 

*4*  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instances  in  which  Captain  Ibmarki  mistreated  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens? 

*•  Yes* 


Citato  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowlodge  about  tho  incidents. 

On  at  least  six  different  days  I  saw  the  guards  soize  different  men  as  we 
marchod  into  tho  compound  at  tho  end  of  the  day  and  throw  them  in  a  water 
trough  in  front  of  the  Japanese  guard  house.  I  then  saw  the  guards  hold  the 
men  under  wetor,  head  and  all.  I  did  not  witness  tho  entire  proceeding  in 
each  case,  but  saw  only  a  few  minutes  of  each  incident.  However,  in  each 
instance  I  could  hear  tho  rost  of  the  struggle  from  ineide  my  barrack.  After 
he  struggle  in  the  water  trough  ended  I  saw  tho  men  marched  into  the  guard 
house.  I  cculd  then  hear  the  men  scroaming. 

How  did  you  happen  to  witness  the  incidont  mentioned  in  your  last  answor? 

Tho  men  were  seized  by  tho  guards  c e  we  came  in  frem  our  day's  work.  The 
guards  seized  them  as  the  men  passed  through  the  gate,  and  three  or  four  guard 
carried  each  man  and  throw  him  into  tho  trough  in  front  of  the  guard  house. 

™  hSTf  T  Wa®  Dot  far  from  th0  bracks.  soon  os  we  entered  the  gate 
had  to  go  to  a  small  building  close  to  tho  guard  house  in  which  wo  left  our 

oDOQSe 


7/hy  did  you  leave  your  shoes  in  this  building? 

A.  It  was  a  Japanese  rule  that  aftor  work  wo  had  to  take  off  our  shoes  and  leave 
them  in  the  building  over  night. 

During  the  time  that  tho  men  were  thrown  into  the  trough  and  kept  there  where 
was  Captain  Tamerki  on  each  of  tho  days  in  question? 

A.  Ho  ms  standing  right  near  tho  trough. 

14.  What  was  ho  doing  there? 

A.  Ho  appeared  to  bo  directing  the  whole  incident. 

.  ^  CONFIDENTIAL 

(End  of  Fege  2  original  affidavit.) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

tl.  Did  you  over  talk  to  any  of  the  mon  who  wire  thrown  into  tho  water  trough 
and  later  taken  into  the  guard  house? 

A.  Yos.  I  spoke  to  several  of  the  men  who  I  saw  thrown  into  the  trough. 

\7hat  did  they  say? 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/a0d662/ 


Ddo.  5107 


Page  4 


or U,Sr tor  thoy  «re  mrohcd  into  the  p,crd  horns  they  .ore  etrippe 
L  b“t0“  obout  th°  lss».  back  and  ahouldora,  »ith  s  baaho 
£nd  rt.R  ?!£! »»«  Sane  of  the  moo  .honed  bo  tholr  becks  end  log. 

Altl*  1  e°d  faC°'  Tb°*"  part*  of  th,ir  *oro  all  cover odTlth 

•  4 

"**  trough?  hOAr  Wb8t  happQDOd  to  the  othor  mon  you  saw  thrown  Into  the 

*'  that  they  W0ro  8triPP°d  «nd  beaten  by  Captain  lomerki  got 

around  through  the  grapevine.  * 

^  houM?^  mr°  th°  10611  "hC"“  yOU  80 W  thrown  lnto  tho  trou«h  kept  in  the  guard 
+•  Two  or  threo  days. 

^  imdthfl°?hHJBt  the  ^  88 ^  t0  you’  d0  you  hav®  aQy  other  evidence  indicat¬ 
ing  that  those  mon  were  stripped  of  their  clothing? 

“*  ™  the  “°n  TOro  march0d  into  tho  guard  house  on  at  least  throe  or 

on^  ^lh^’tLr"  °  J“Pa“°ia  SU,,rd  brlns  ttalr 
^  ^LdhoSL?1"  “y  h<”  tlb““  tkay  wsro  b“ta"  wl'Uo  th0>’  »“•»  the 

A‘  y?“l  ™0“  1  »f>ko  to  said  that  they  .era  beatan  Boro  than  ones  during  tha 
time  they  aero  in  the  guard  house. 

“*  f  *»•  «®n  received  p.manent  Injury  as  a  result  of 
the  treatment  which  you  describe? 


lto’  but  1  kno»  thot  “  1“»‘  ‘*0  of  tha  mon  .ore  very  much  .eakened. 

<%•  How  do  you  know  that?  f-  •  --  *  ’..-j  1  ,  .  c.  •  „ 

f  SrJXV*  *"**■■**:»"*• 1  -  «* «  «*««  -*£» 


(a 

a.- 


<4* 


Ql- 

A) 


Do  you  iiavo  anything  else  to  say  regarding  those  beatings? 

tno*T7ftSrUa^  °f  th®  hard  labor  1  WQfl  per  forming  I  rocoived  a  day  off  every 
■  enable  ^\h?n  Tif  X  dayS  off  1  "aa  P^ting  cabbages  or  seme  similar  ^og- 
thr^n  th0  8uard  house.  During  that  day  1  heard  a  man  scream8 

Qnd  ^  tiffiQ  1  could  distinctly  hear  Captain  IfcmarkT 
°C?Urf0d  san0timo  in  January.  Tho  scroama  continued  for  about 
blow#.--  ^°Ur  minutee  oach  ■time.  While  the  man  was  screaming  I  could  hoar 
x  cr  i  x  ■  2, 

’.7hat  did  the  blows  sound  liko? 

Like  a  stick  hitting  against  bare  flesh.  ’  v  ..vs  t- 

>  1  u  ..  .  '  '  ’*  ‘‘••.{••l  c '  -i.ji.  1. 

Can  you- describe  the  climate  at  Camp  Ifaito  while  you  were  there?  •  ’  * 

The’j^r8  V017  C01?’  Th°  day®  ™r®  *»t  tha  nighte  were  very  cold. 

Japanese  wore  woolen  clothing  and  each  alept  with  at  least  three  blankets. 

-  ■  -  -.-I.  tin  -  tncy  -..-•r-  la  vht 


-  • 


.  .  .  . 

-i1:.--  ti.v.  .  -s 


V*  •  C 


..o 


•  •  .  .  ;  . 
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A# 


Hon  do  you  know  that? 

I  c loaned  their  barrecke 
throe  blankets. 


on  several  occasions  and  sow  that  oaoh  bed  had 


A. 


Do  you  have  anything  Glee  to  say  about  tho  cliaete? 

2b ch  night  we  were  givon  a  canteen  full  of  hot  water  by  the  Japanese.  By 
morning  this  water  would  be  ice  cold. 


C*.  Do  you  hevo  any  knowledge  of  any  other  mistreatment  of  American  citizens  at 
vfiap  ibito? 

A.  Yea. 


M  M  ^  CONFIDENTIAL 

(End  of  Page  3  Original  affidavit.) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


<1.  Describe  what  you  know  of  this  incident  of  your  own  knowledge? 

A.  Ri0ht  aftor  we  arrived  st  Camp  Haito,  some  of  tho  Americans  started  to  get 
violent  headaches.  At  least  half  the  men  got  headaches.  Ten  of  us  died.  Th< 
prison  doctor  wes  an  English  medical  officer  nho  said  that  the  ailment  wes  a 
typo  of  brain  fevor  which  he  could  not  diagnose. 

<i.  .,08  anything  done  to  treat  the  men  suffering  fran  headaches? 

No. 


A. 


Continuo  with  your  description  of  whet  happened,  regarding  the  headache  in- 
ciaont. 

Lato  in  Januar;  after  the  ten  mon  had  died*  and  about  ono  week  before  we  loft 
iaito,  Captain  Tamarki  cellelall  tho  prisonora,  3ritish  and  American,  before 
him,  end  made  a  little  talk.  He  asked  how  many  mon  had  those  headaches.  Fifty 

fTtyum^n  rai80d  thoir  hands.  Then  Captain  Ihmarki  aeid  that  that  was  fine 
that  ho  had  a  big  cemetery  out  thoro  end  thet  there  was  plenty  of  roc®  in  it  ' 
for  all  of  us  and  that  he  was  going  to  try  very  hard  to  fill  it.  Then  he 
laughed  and  dismissed  us. 

Do  you  knpw  any  of  the  men  who  died  from  this  so-called  brain  fever? 

. 8*  L5orino  Janosville,  Wisconsin  who  served  with  Company 

*  °  thf  ^nd  tank  battalion,  AUSj  ond  Sgt.  "Dimples*  Madison,  also  of  Janos- 

’  •1®®onBin  pho  1903  with  tho  samo  organization.  I  was  on  the  burial  do- 
tall  for  these  two  men. 


^  Do  you  ha vo  any  other  information  regarding  this  incident? 

■“*  ***•  4®  Ze.v,el°  l0avins  Camp  Haito,  ono  of  our  men  developed  the  illness  and 

as  left  behind.  I  know  that  the  English  viero  building  a  coffin  for  him  as  wo 
loft,  even  before  he  died.  After  we  boarded  the  boat  for  Japan,  a  call  came 
rom  the  Japenose  on  Formosa  ordering  the  men  with  headaches  to  get  off  the 
boat.  About  thirty  men  got  off. 


Can  you  ftrrnish  a  description  of  Captain  Tamarki? 

Yes.  Ho  was  cbout  six  feet  tall  end  very  fat.  Ho  weighed  about  240  or  250 
pounds.  Ho  was  light  comploxioned.  Ho  wore  glasses.  He  seemed  to  have  good 
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A. 


_ol!h*  +hd°  n°i  k”°r  r7hethor  th°y  woro  false  tooth  or  not  but  there  wee  no 
told  H°  ?  *  hl3h  forehoad  and  wore  hia  hair  out  very  ahort.  He 

in^okohl^  w  ”as. the  omcr  ot  a  condy  fcotory  which  manufactured  chocolate. 

arc 

f-*s  ££“•.?:  *iMys  tonin«  tho° ei>out  «•  f°* ■» 

"  etaj°t  hSe?  °f  °th0r  prisonors  0110  "era  Pre«°nt  at  Caxup  Haito  during  your 
A.  A  Sgt.  Ifeguire  or  McGuire,  of  Conpany  B,  192nd  Tank  Battalion,  was  at  Haito. 

*  Sisvs^a  “rf”“tlon  roi*rdlns  mi*tro*‘““t  *  *«- 

“*  Yoa.  I  would  liko  to  aay  something  about  our  diet  while  at  Camp  Ifeito. 

Go  ahead. 

5  occaBion*  8  Colonel  who  appeared  to  be  in  charge 

non  UHa  tnfj  >,CaE?8  Fomoaa •  viaitad  our  carp  and  made  a  apeech  to  the 

*}  t0ld  U8  h°w  luclv  we  were  to  be  in  Japanese  custody  and  receive  all 

Gtatle?  Mrt  **'  Ho4ma;tionod  du<*a.  geese,  pigs  end  plenty  of  vog- 

etabloa,  all  of  which  wore  raised  on  the  comp  farm.  I  wish  to  point  out  that 

but  that C^ai°nS  t?i®  Colonel  a*Poarod,  wo  received  a  fairly  good  diet 

a  8°°“  68  hG  loft  our  diot  "aa  reduced  to  about  450  grams  of  rice 
per  day  end  about  one  potato  per  day  for  each  man.  There  were  Dlontv  of  not* 

XXr  X8  ^ar?1end  1  1010X7  that  th°y  woro  washed,  cooked  and  then  fed 
to  tho  pigs,  who  actually  received  more  to  eat  than  we  did. 

,  CONFIDENTIAL 

tEnd  of  Pago  ^  original  affidavit.) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
C*.  Mho  was  responsible  for  this  situation? 

*.  Captain  Tamarki  was  the  commandant  of  the  can*,  and  I  believe  that  ho  was 

SKSta*"  ‘“f  ^thonner,.  v«oM  onions  In 

^“rki  visited  our  work  detail  ho  would  boast  to  us  About  the  fine 
meal  he  was  going  to  have  that  ovoning  tiile  we  were  going  to  eat  only  rice. 

**•  Do  You  hove  anything  further  to  add? 

A*  No. 


3/  John  L.  Massiminoj _ 

John  L.  Massimino,  Sgt.,  AUS 
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State  oft  Illinois 
County  of 1  Cook 


Pago  7 


) 

)  ss 
) 


I,  John  L.  Massimino,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn  on  oeth,  state  that  I  hove 
road  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  ond  all  answers  contained 
therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  boliof. 

-g/  Johh  Massimlpp. 


John  L.  Massimino,  Sgt. ,  AUS 

Stbacribod  and  sworn  to  before  mo  on  this  1 b\  day  of  Iferch.  1946. 


(SEAL) 

%  cannisaion  expires!  Dec.  30,  I948. 


a/  Porrv  A.  Rail 


(Notary  Public) 


C JET  ill c iis 

I,  Monroe  Kroll,  Special  .agent,  SIC,  6th  SC,  certify  that  John  L.  Jtessimino 
Sgt. ,  ASN  20600454*  personally  appoared  before  me  on  26  February  1946  and 
testified  concerning  war  crimes;  and  that  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  trans¬ 
cription  of  the  answers  given  by  him  to  tho  several  questions  set  forth, 
flacoi  Chicago.  Illinois 


Dote  1  .  1  March  igii6 


e/_  Monro 0  Kroll _ 

MONROE  KROLL,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  6th  SC 


CONFIDENTIAL 
(End  of  Page  5  original  affidavit.) 
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